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SUBJECT: STUDENT BOYCOTT NIAMEY 
REF: NIAMEY 2742 

SUMMARY: NATIONAL LYCEE STUDENTS BEGAN BOYCOTT OF CLASSES 
OCTOBER 22 IN PROTEST OF SUSPENSION OF BAORDING FACILITIES. GON 
PLACED TROOPS AROUND NIAMEY'S OTHER SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN FUTILE 
ATTEMPT PREVENT BOYCOTT FROM SPREADING. CURRENTLY MOST OF 
NIAMEY'S SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS ON STRIKE. MINOR CLASHES 
BETWEEN STUDENTS AND ARMY HAVE RESULTED. END SUMMARY. 

1. NATIONAL LYCEE STUDENT ON STRIKE SINCE OCTOBER 22 PRO- 
TESTING AGAINST GON ABOLITION BOARDING FACILITIES AND INADEQAUTE 
REPLACEMENT BY STIPEND (DOLS 15 PER MONTH). GON IMMEDIATELY DIS 
PATCHED POLICE AND ARMY REINFORCEMENTS TO PREVENT VANDALISM AND 
STRIKE FROM SPREADING. MINOR CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN STUDENTS AND 
POLICE WHICH OCCURRED TUESDAY REPORTEDLY RESULTED IN A FEW POLICE 
AND BYSTANDERS INJURED BY ROCKS. 

2. LYCEE STUDENTS ISSUED ANTI-GOVERNMENT TRACT OCTOBER 24 
ACCUSING GON OF CORRUPTION AND SPECIFICALLY MISUSE OF THE 
NATIONAL SOLIDARITY FUND. THEY ALSO MARCHED TO COLLEGE ISSA 
BERI, COLLEGE MARIAMA, AND LYCEE DES JUENES FILLES TO TRY TO 
PERSUADE THOSE STUDENTS TO JOIN IN BOYCOTT. BUT WERE QUICKLY 
DISPERSED BY POLICE AND ARMY. 
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3. HOWEVER, STUDENTS AT LYCEE DES JEUNES FILLES, COLLEGE 
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MARIAMA, AND TWO OF THE CITY'S COLLEGES D'ENSEIGNEMENT GENERAL 

VOTED TO BOYCOTT CLASSES OCTOBER 25 IN A SHOW OF SOLIDARITY. 

COMMENT: STUDENTS UP TO NOW HAVE HAD LITTLE MORAL SUPPORT 
FROM PUBLIC. SUSPENSION OF BOARDING FACILITIES WITH ONLY TOKEN 
STIPEND. HOWEVER, HAS WORKED REAL HARDSHIP ON STUDENTS AND 
GIVEN THEM GRIEVANCE AROUND WHICH TO RALLY AND PERHAPS EVEN 
GAIN SOME SYMPATHY. 

BUCHE 
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